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Maximum and Minimum Erchin
This week we started the Masechet Erchin (or more precisely Arachin). If one wishes to donate funds to the Beit Mikdash comparable to the value of person (himself or another) they can do so in one of two ways. Firstly, one can offer the value (demei) of that person. In such a case the value is determined based on the market value of the individual. Alternatively, one can stipulate that they wish to offer the erech of an individual. The Torah provides fixed figures of how the value of such a vow would be calculated and varies with age and gender. It is this second category that is the focus of the masechet. (See “Introduction to Erchin”, Volume 5 Issue 25, for a more thorough explanation.)  
The Mishnah (2:1) teaches that with respect to erchin the value is no less than one sela and no more than fifty sela. Fifty sela corresponds to the maximum erech mentioned in the Torah. One sela however is less than the smallest erech. The single sela refers however to a poor person that does not have enough money to satisfy the erech-vow. One sela is the minimum amount he can pay in such a case to discharge his obligation. 

The Mishnah however records a debate where the poor person does not have enough for the commitment, but has more than one sela. R’ Meir explains that he can discharge his obligation by simply paying one sela. The Chachamim however argue that if he must pay all that he has. 
Prior to the debate, the Mishnah teaches the implication of this minimum amount. If a poor person gave a sela and then he become wealthy, he has already discharged his obligation. However if he gave less than a sela prior to his financial situation changing, how would have to pay the full amount of the erech-vow he committed himself to give. 

The Tosfot however comments that the figure of less than one sela used in the example is not to be taken literally. Rather, the Tosfot adds that in a case where the poor person was able to give 5 but he only gave 4, and after his situation changed, he would also be required to pay the full amount.

The Tosfot Yom Tov addresses a question that the opinion of the Tosfot raises. Why did the Mishnah specifically mention the case where the person gave less than one sela if the law is broader than that? He answers that the opening was in accordance with the opinion of R’ Meir who holds that a poor person need only pay one sela even if he has more money. This explains why the Mishnah later repeats the opening line. The Gemara understands that the range was repeated to stress the opinion of the Chachamim that the amount a poor person would give depends on his means. The repetition without explicit authorship (stam) is therefore required to assert that the halacha is like the Chachamim and not R’ Meir, despite the stam opening being according to his opinion. 
The Tosfot Chadashim however understands that the beginning of the Mishnah is the opinion of the Rabbanan but is referring to a case where the person only had a sela; which is what the Mishnah means when it teaches, “he gave a sela”. Tosfot’s comments where not explaining the specific text of the Mishnah; instead they were teaching the broader halachic conclusion. Furthermore the claim that the repetition was necessary to assert the halacha was like the Chachamim because the opening was stam according to R’ Meir is also difficult. The rule is that the halacha does not follow a stam if it is followed by a debate.
The Mahariach also explains that the beginning of the Mishnah is according to all opinions yet does not present a difficulty for the Tosfot. The novelty that the Mishnah was teaching was that if a poor person had less than a sela and gave it all, he would still be required to fulfil his obligation if he became wealthy. If the Mishnah taught the case of the person that paid four of the five required according to the Rabbanan this law would not be accounted for and the Mishnah would have been longer yet.
Yisrael Bankier
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ערכין א׳:א׳ –ג׳:ד׳





What is the difference between making an erech-vow and a vow to donate another’s value? (א':א')


Who can make an erech-vow but cannot be the subject of one? (א':א')


Who can be the subject of an erech-vow but not make one? Why? (א':א')


Explain the debate regarding a Nochri. (א':ב')


Explain the debate regarding a goses. (א':ג')


If a pregnant woman is guilty of a capital offence when do we delay execution till the baby is delivered? (א':ד')


What is the maximum and minimum erech? Provide an implication of the minimum amount. (ב':א')


What law has a range of seven to seventeen days? One to two weeks? (ב':א') Four to eight months? Two to three days? Eight to twelve days? (ב':ב')


What was the range between how many times the shofar was blown each day in the Beit Ha’Mikdash? Explain. (ב':ג')


What was the range of how many lyres were played by the levi’im? (ב':ג')


When was the flute played in the Beit Ha’Mikdash? (ב':ג')


How many flutes were there? What were they made of? And who played them? (Include all three opinions.) (ב':ג'-ד')


At least how many sheep (inspected for blemishes) had to be in the specially allocated storeroom and why? (ב':ה')


In the Beit Ha’Mikdash what was the minimum and maximum number of: 


Trumpets?


Harps?


Cymbals? (ב':ה')


Levi’im in the choir? (ב':ו')


How could the young levi’im contribute in the Beit Ha’Mikdash? (ב':ו')


Describe how in there is both a leniency and stringency in the following legal categories:


Erchin as opposed to Nedarim. (ג':א')


Sde Achuza as opposed to Sde Mikneh. (Include both opinions) (ג':ב')


A Shor Mu’ad that killed an eved as opposed to another person. (ג':ג')


Ones U’Mefateh. (ג':ד')








Revision Questions











Melbourne, Australia





Sunday -Thursday


10 minutes before Mincha


Mizrachi Shul


Melbourne, Australia





Friday & Shabbat


10 minutes before Mincha


Beit Ha’Roeh


Melbourne, Australia








Efrat, Israel


Shiur in English





Sunday -Thursday


Rabbi Mordechai Scharf


9:00am


Kollel Magen Avraham


Reemon Neighbourhood











ONLINE SHIURIM





Rabbi Chaim Brown


www.shemayisrael.com/mishna/





Rav Meir Pogrow


613.org/mishnah.html





Rabbi E. Kornfeld


 Rabbi C. Brown http://www.dafyomi.co.il/calendars/myomi/myomi-thisweek.htm











SHIUR 


ON KOL HALOSHON





Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss


In US dial: 718 906 6400


Then select: 1 – 2 – 4 





Local Shiurim





Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
שבת קודש�
�



20th July


כ״ב תמוז





Erchin 3:5-4:1�



21st July


כ״ג תמוז





Erchin 4:2-3�



22nd July


כ״ד תמוז





Erchin 4:4-5:1�



23rd July


כ״ה תמוז





Erchin 5:2-3�



24th July


כ״ו תמוז





Erchin 5:4-5�



25th July


כ״ז תמוז





Erchin 5:6-6:1�



26th July


כ״ח תמוז





Erchin 6:2-3
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Next Week’s Mishnayot…









